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about palaver
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Palaver Strings is a musician-led string ensemble and nonprofit organization based 
in Portland, ME. Founded in 2014 and established as a nonprofit in 2015, Palaver has 
made its mark as a forward-thinking ensemble whose mission is to strengthen 
and inspire community through music. Palaver recruits musicians from top music 
training institutions in Boston, New York, Chicago, and beyond, with the goal of 
bringing highly skilled musicians and educators to Portland to contribute to Maine’s 
cultural diversity and creative economy. 

Each year, Palaver Strings presents a full series of approximately 40 live 
performances featuring diverse musical programming, cross-genre projects, and 
community collaborations in Maine and around the northeast. The ensemble has 
performed at venues such as the Kennedy Center, National Sawdust, and a Lullaby 
Project celebration at Carnegie Hall. Palaver’s most recent album Ready or Not 
(Azica Records, 2022) has received acclaim by publications such as The Guardian 
and BBC Music Magazine. The ensemble has enjoyed residencies at Rockport Music, 
Boston Center for the Arts, Bay Chamber Concerts, and Longy School of Music, where 
ensemble members teach workshops, master classes, and graduate courses on 
music and community engagement. 

Equally committed to education, Palaver launched the Palaver Music Center in 
2019, as an umbrella for all educational and community-based programming. In 
2022, the Palaver Music Center opened its doors as a dedicated teaching space in 
downtown Portland through which we coordinate and serve hundreds of Portland 
area students and adults annually and which is now a community hub for lessons, 
classes, rehearsals, artists collaboration, and more.
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dear friends of palaver
At the end of our 9th season, we at Palaver are struck 
by how much we have grown and evolved as an 
organization, and how the themes we explore in our 
music making, and the values at the heart of our 
programming, have remained unchanged. Witnessing 
our performance and education programming 
process develop over the past decade has been an 
adventure and a joy. Each Co-Artistic Director has 
brought their individual personality, skills, passions, 
and perspective to our process and to our programs, 
and together we have created a way of presenting 
concerts and educating hundreds of Portland area 
students that is recognizably Palaver’s own.

This year we performed live for over 4000 people, 
taught music to 187 Portland-area students, moved 
into our first brick and mortar space, and surpased a 
budget of $600,000.
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Together we have created something that has never really existed before: a classical music ensemble that actively performs, teaches, 
records, and tours the country while being firmly rooted in community. In nine years we’ve continued to invite more folks into the fold through 
live performance as well as the Palaver Music Center, enrolling more families in our education program supported with scholarships to 
ensure access equity, and finding home in a new brick and mortar space in downtown Portland. 

We’re grateful to all of you for helping to strengthen our foundation as we raise up our voice and our mission, making it stronger for all to 
hear in this chaotic world. 

Signed by all Palaver Strings
Season 9 Co-Artistic Directors

Palaver Strings affirms that Black lives matter and acknowledges that systemic racism continues to affect our community. Our mission is to 
strengthen and inspire community through music, and we believe that true community is not possible without sustained work to dismantle 
these oppressive structures that can separate us and impair the development of the community we seek. As performers, educators, and 
collaborators, we strive to create a culture of equity, inclusion, and accountability. One necessary part of this work is examining classical 
music’s legacy of exclusion and white supremacy, and the ways in which this legacy shapes our playing, decision-making, and ways of being 
together. We will coordinate that effort with a continuing awareness of the effects that exclusion and white supremacy have on our day-to-
day lives. Our work cannot end here; it must continue with concrete action to disrupt these systems and practices.ems and practices.
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co-artistic directors + staff
Josie Davis          

Brianna Howard 

        Maya French 

Teagan Farn   

Kiyoshi Hayashi

   Lysander Jaffe  

   Jesse MacDonald 

         Nate Martin

Elizabeth Moore 
    

Kamyron Williams
      

     Matthew Smith      

Nathaniel Taylor

Iman Enan

Eli Kaynor

Sunday Maker

Haley Maiden

Roland Robitaille   

Sylvia Schwartz

Sampson Spadafore 

Lauren Sterling

Fiona Hilton

Yoon S. Byun

Violinist, Co-Artistic Director + Evaluations Coordinator

Violist, Co-Artistic Director, Education/Social Media Coordinator + PMC Faculty

Violinist, Co-Artistic Director, Managing Director + PMC Faculty

Violinist + Co-Artistic Director

Violinist + Co-Artistic Director 

Violist, Co-Artistic Director, Communications + Evaluations Coordinator

Violinist + Co-Artistic Director 

Bassist + Co-Artistic Director  

Violist, Co-Artistic Director, Programming Director + PMC Faculty

Cellist + Co-Artistic Director + PMC Faculty
      
Cellist, Co-Artistic Director, Managing Director of Education + PMC Faculty

Cellist + Co-Artistic Director

Student + Family Coordinator

PMC Faculty

PMC Faculty

Marketing Director

Operations Director + Performance Manager 

PMC Faculty

Lifesongs Project Coordinator

Philanthropic Advisor

Graphic Designer

Photographer + Videographer

palaver team
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advisory council

board of directors
Ari Solotoff

Lauren Eidson

Josué González

Ekhlas Ahmed

William Black

Katherine Knox

Rob Krauser

David Lakari

Molly McCarthy

Max Monks

Manuel Bogorro

  Sarah Darling

Moisès Fernández Via

 Monica Kelly

Bayla Keyes

  Heath Marlow

Brian O’Donovan

Shay Stewart Bouley

Board President / Founder of Solotoff Law Group PLLC

Board Treasurer /Risk Assurance Advisory Manager at Armanino

Board Secretary / Executive Director at Project STEP

Board Member / Community Engagement Director at Cultural Alliance of Maine

Board Member /  Deputy Public Advocate (Retired) at ME Public Advocate Office

Board Member / Attorney at Bernstein Shur

Board Member / Owner of REK Room Media

Board Member / President of Renewal Housing Associates, LLC

Board Member / Director of Development at Massachusetts General Hospital

Board Member / Director of Consulting and Subscription Services at Tarifica

Advisory Council / Carnegie Hall & Bay Chamber Concerts

Advisory Council / Musician at A Far Cry String Orchestra

Advisory Council / Boston Medical Campus Arts/Lab

Advisory Council / Bay Chamber Concerts

Advisory Council / Boston University

Advisory Council / The Food Project

Advisory Council / WGBH

Advisory Council / Community Change Inc. 
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the numbers 40
32

2
5

140
47

3

# of in-person concerts performed 
throughout New England and New York 

# of collaborating musicians, visual 
artists, and speakers

# of new commissions by 
living composers

# of performance residencies 
and education partnerships

# of students in our Portland 
early Childhood Music program

# of students in our 
After-School Strings Program

over $63,000 spent in Palaver Music 
Center student scholarships 
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63k
# of participants in our Lifesongs 
Project
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highlights



season 9 performances

Palaver kicked off Season 9 with A Brilliant Escape, a program that dove into the world of early music world of early music, 
featuring harpsichordist, John McKean, and filling up hearts with florid violin melodies and driving bass lines. In November 
2022, we embarked on a beautiful collaboration with Chris Pattishall, TJ Reddick and Marty Jaffe, centered around the 
Zodiac Suite, a 1945 masterpiece by jazz pianist Mary Lou Williams. Zodiac was rearranged for jazz trio and Palaver with in-
person shows in Portland, ME, Rockport, MA, New York, NY and Brooklyn, NY.  

Over the winter we performed our three chamber series programs in Brattleboro, VT, Cambridge, MA, and Portland, ME 
featuring special guest and good friend, mezzo-soprano, Sophie Michaux. March brought Joy, a set of live performances 
exploring joyful music ranging from African-American church inspired bass concerto to romanian folk tunes  featuring 
virtosic bassist, Kebra-Seyoun Charles in Cambridge, MA, Brooklyn, NY and Portland, ME. 

April welcomed anew collaboration in Boston, MA, Portland, ME, Brooklyn, NY and Putney, VT with Syrian clarinetist, Kinan 
Azmeh and world-percussionist, Brian Shankar Adler, this program explored the fluid space between improvisation and 
composition, drawing on classical, jazz, Syrian folk elements, and original compositions by the featured soloists, including a 
world premiere of Kinan Azmeh’s Syrian Dances for String Orchestra. To culminate the season we turned to preparing for the 
recording of our upcoming protest music album, A Change is Gonna Come featuring tenor, Nicholas Phan and vocal artist, 
Farayi Malek, and for which we are now preparing a national release.
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Season 9 was marked by the transition to our first brick-and-mortar music 
center that serves as a community gathering space for lessons, rehearsals, 
meetings and events. Our home is located in the center of the peninsula on the 
corner of Cumberland Ave. and Casco Street and serves as a vibrant space in 
Portland’s Bayside neighborhood, where families of diverse income and cultural 
backgrounds can experience the benefits and power of music.

In October 2022, we resumed teaching Early Childhood Music to 140 infants to 
3-year-olds at several Head Start and Early Childcare centers across Portland, 
and resumed serving another 47 PreK-K-Grade-4 Strings students through 
in-person lessons and group classes at our new Palaver Music Center. In this 
creative space, it is such a gift to hear lessons going on simultaneously, to 
observe students making friendships in-person, to watch a spontaneous 
performance between a teacher and student, and to see parents connecting 
with each other and the teaching faculty, for the first time since March 2020. This 
has been a dream in the making for many years and we are honored to be taking 
a leadership role in Portland—making accessible, affordable and transformative 
music education possible. 

Our Pre-K through 3rd grade students performed two celebration recitals in 
the winter and spring and we were excited to continue our Lifesongs Project in 
partnerhsip with SPACE and The Studio, co-lead for the first time by our new 
project coordinator, Sampson Spadafore.

palaver music center
highlights
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thank you to our season 9 sponsors



and to our season 9 partners
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fy2023 financials

total expenses                   $598,542

$29,332

total revenue                                                   $627,874

Performance Salaries & Wages

Education Salaries & Wages

Administration Salaries & Wages

Program Expenses

General Expenses

Individual Sponsors

Grants + Corporate Sponsors

Performance Revenue                    

Palaver Music Center Revenue

Other Revenue

revenue

expenses

net revenue (includes FY24 pledges)

FY2023

FY2023

$206,870

$95,064

$106,666

$141,853

$48,089

$281,788

$237,473

$57,480

$48,590

$2,244

45%
Palaver Music 
Center Tuition



42+11+40+7+G 4+36+5+53+2+G
income breakdown

earned income 
for FY2023

contributed income 
for FY2023

39%
Contracted 
Performances & 
Residencies

36%
foundation & 
government 

grants

2%
Merchandise 

Sales

10%
Corporate 
Sponsorships

45%
Palaver Music 
Center Tuition

4%
Patreon 
Crowdsourcing

14%
Season Concert 
Tickets

5%
Fundraising

Events

49%
Individual 
Contributions

Palaver works hard to keep our concert ticket prices affordable to 
ensure an inclusive audience and to provide scholarships to 60% of 
our student population in need, we must raise funds through grants, 
corporate sponsors, and generous individual donors.
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We’d like to thank the following people and organizations 
who have helped Palaver Strings so much this season...

thank you
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Gretchen Cates-Carney
Tom Caulfield
Central Maine Power
Jane Ceraso + Stephen Lowe
Judith Chasin
Nancy Chatfield + John Higgins
Mary P. Chatfield
Carolyn Chave + Bob Hand
Coffee By Design
Lisa + David Cohn
Kristin + Kendall Conant
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Jonathan Corson
Stephanie Cotsirilos
Douglas Cox
Sarah Cushman + Robert Levin
Crewe Foundation
Joanne D’Arcangelo
D’addario Foundation
Kathleen Daniels
Sarah Darling
Ruth Davis
Robert Davoli + Eileen McDonagh
Julie de Sherbinin + Nathaniel Shed
Raffi DerSimonian
Lynn Dondis
Fred Doolittle
Evan Dorsky
Dylan Drinkwater
Drummond Woodsum Attourneys at Law
Rob Dukalskis
Renada Dukalskis
Walt Dunlap + Cynthia Barnett
Kerem Durdag
Lauren Eidson + Brad Eidson
Susan Ellis
Annette + Robert Elowitch
Ellen Enochs

Ekhlas Ahmed
Aldermere Foundation
Jane Allen
Alisa Amador
Anderson-Rogers Foundation
Judith + Bill Archer
Michael + Missy Asen
Asteria Aesthetics
Baker Newman Noyes
David Barry + Constance Gibbons
Bay Wrap 
Dwight Bell
Stewart Bell
Carolyn Benthien
Rai Bernheim 
Catherine Besteman + Jorge Acero
Better Neighbor Fund Town + Country 
Harris + Ann Bixler
Luther Black + Christina Wright
William Black + Jackie Potter
Marc Blesoff
Dinah Bodkin
Victoria + Dick Bok
Irene Bona
Carole J. Brand
Nancy Brewer
Shari Broder + Eric Bryant
Marcie Bronstein + Alan Fishman
Hooper Brooks
Marion Brown
Eric Buch
Jessica Caccamo
Patricia Callahan
Camden Foundation
Oliver Caplan
Constance Carter
Ann Casady + Peter Pitegoff
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Sandy Evans + Carson Pease
John Farlow
Sylvia Fine + Dexter Eames
Alan Fischler
Roxanne Fischler + Michael Fischler
Dylan Fischler
Heidi + David Fitz
Alexandra Fogel
Clark French
Todd French
Ariel Friedman
Wyatt + Rachel Garfield
Malisa + Mike Gatje
Edith Gawler
Steven + Kim Gerlach
Melissa + James Gerrity
Andrew + Barbee Gilman
Chris Giordano
Bernard + Phyllis Givertz
Peggy Golden
Josue Gonzalez + Tami Papagiannopoulos
Britton Goodale
Anne Goodale
Gorham Savings Bank
Myra + Roy Gordon
Amy Gottlieb
Ian Gottlieb
Benjamin Graham
Kathryn Green
Victoria Green
Diane Green Minor
Frank Griggs
Jeanette + Mark Hagen
Serena + Brent Hall
Stephen + Judith Halpert
Lucian + Jurgita Hand
Eric + Elizabeth Handley
Peter + Lauretta Harbilas
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Karen Harris + Robert Gips
Beverly Harvey
Kiyomi + William Hayashi
Elizabeth Hays
Nan Heald + Frank D’Alessandro
Judy Hearst
Mike Hess
Fiona Hilton
David Hirsch
Whitney Hogan + Pat Walters
Matthew Hyde
Rachel Iba
James Intriligator
James + Kristen Isaacson
JW Business Solutions
Emily Jacke
Stephen Jaffe + Mindy Oshain
Derek Jaskulski
Emily + Peter Jenks
Linnea Johnson
Robert Johnston + Robert Lemoine
Judy Glickman Lauder Foundation
Eli Kao
Judy Kao
Allan Keddy
Monica Kelly
Leigh Kelter
Michael Kepron
Colleen Khoury + David Karraker
James + Beth Kilbreth
Sandi Knakal
Gretchen Knight
Kate + Jess Knox
Bennett Konesni
Edie Konesni
Christine + Kumar Muthu Kopec
Carrie Krause + Paul Lachapelle
Rob + Natalie Krauser

thank you
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Aaron & Kelley Pratt
Adele Ngoy & David Currier
Alan Fischler
Alisa Amador
Allan Keddy
Allan Rodgers
Amy Gottlieb
Andrew Mark
Ann Casady & Peter Pitegoff
Anne Cogger
Anne Goodale
Anne Moore-Hutton
Annette & Robert Elowitch
Annette Naegel & Douglas Smith
Annie Reiner & Jonathan Asen
Anthony Antolini
Ari & Natalie Solotoff
Ariel Friedman
Arline Rauch
Arthur Robins
Arthur Robins
Ashley Terison
Barbara Jean O’Brien
Barbara Lamont
Bath Savings Institution
Benjamin Graham
Bennett Konesni
Bernard & Phyllis Givertz
Bernstein Shur
Bonnie & Dutch Kuykendall
Bonnie Porta & Robert C. Monks
Bonnie Rukin
Brian & Lindsay O’Donovan
Britton Goodale
Carl Lakari
Carol Maher



Jack Mobley
Max + Christina Monks
Robert C. Monks + Bonnie Porta
Paul Monsky + Beverly Woodward
Anne Moore-Hutton
Naomi Morey
John + Susan Morris
Peter + Debby Murray
National Endowment for the Arts
Northland
Norway Savings Bank
Thomas Novak
Luc Nya
Barbara Jean O’Brien
Dorothy + Scott O’Dell
Onion Foundation
Nancy Osher Blumberg
Sean Oshima
Jon Oshima + Laura Hulbert
Kimberly Ouillette + David Gomez
Frank Pandolfo
Ariel Pardee
Nancy Pariser + William Dean
David Perry
David + Jane Phillips
Phineaus W. Sprague Memorial Foundation
Julie + James Piazza
Peter + Pam Plumb
Richard Pollak + Diane Walsh
Elizabeth Pope
Aaron + Kelley Pratt
Neroli Price
Susan Purcell
Michael Putnam + Kenneth Gaulin
Christopher Queally
Jen Queally + Rich Entel
Ann Quinlan
Ginger + Kenneth Swanberg Raspiller

Rose Kue
Susan + Richard Kurtzman
Bonnie Kuykendall
Sam Kyzivat
David Lakari
Barbara Lamont
Judith + Leonard Lauder
Ilyse Laurel
Annie Leahy + Mike Carey
Katherine Ledwith
Rand Lemley
Laura + Christopher Lindop
Steve + Johanna Lindsay
Lin Lisberger + Peter Bass
Gisele Litalien + Andrew Jaffe
Carol Maher
Tanya Mahood
Margaret Maiden
Maine Arts Commissions
Maine Community Foundation
Thomas Marczak
Margaret Burnham Charitable Trust
Andrew Mark
Heath Marlow
Andrew Marsters
Sarah Martin
David + Laurel Martin
Paul Mattal
William Matthews
Elizabeth Mayberry
Molly McCarthy + Tito Brige de Carvalho
Jolene McGowan
Janet McMahon + Chris Davis
Peter + Leslie Merrill
Sophie Michaux
Margot Milliken + Roger Milliken
Gail Mishara
Dale Mitchell + David Imming

Marc Ratner
Elizabeth Rauch
Arline Rauch
John Reed
Annie Reiner + Jonathan Asen
Geraldine + Steve Ricci
Sheri Richardson
Leslie Richfield
Micah + Katherine Roberge
Arthur + Elaine Robins
Allan Rodgers
Gillian Rogell
Kareem Roustom
Bonnie Rukin
John Ryan + Jenny Scheu
Faith Sacey
Scott Schnapp
Susan Schraft + Richard Berne
James + Carol Setapen
Gordon + Shannon Shannon
Peggy + Philip Shapiro
Peter + Barbara Shaw
David Shaw
Miriam Shenitzer
Sidney E. Frank Foundation
Francis Simms
Moira Simonds + Mark Nordenson
Nathan Slobodkin
Danielle Smith
Sharon + Gordon Smith
Elizabeth Snider
Ari Solotoff + Natalie Solotoff
Spinnaker Trust
Joan Leitzer + Kenneth Spirer
Ilene Stahl
Starbird Piano Gallery
Jane Starrs
Elizabeth Staton
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Bill + Anne Stauffer
Matthew Stein
Lauren Sterling + Bro Adams
Reed Stockman
Patricia Stowell +  Peter Ver Lee
Dana Street
Carolyn Swartz
Jane + Dana Swenson
Michael + Wendy Taylor
Ashley Terison
Stephanie Trodello
Carl Tubbesing
Paul + Sue Velleman
Moisès Fernández Via
Kim Victoria Kettler
Thuy-Dong Vu
Gregg Ward
Abby + Barry Wark
Ezra Weller
Colin Wheatley + Josie Davis
Kathryn Wheatley
Mark Wheatley
Lucinda White + Thomas Kelley
John Wiecha
Elizabeth Wieman
Shelley + Robert Willcox
Lyndel + Carol Wishcamper
Elisabeth Wolfe + Mike Cunning
Wright Ryan
Chia-Ying Wu
Xpress Copy
Amy Yasko
Mary Zickefoose
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how you can help us continue our work

make an online gift   https://www.palaverstrings.org/donate 

send a check to Palaver Strings   380 Cumberland Ave., 2nd Fl, Portland, ME.04101

tribute   make an annual or multi-year gift in honor/memory of someone special, contact maya@palaverstrings.org 

patreon    become a monthly supporter through our trusted Patreon account at patreon.com/palaverstrings   

sponsorship local companies big or small wishing to promote their work to new audiences while supporting Palaver 
Strings. contact maya@palaverstrings.org for sponsorship benefits and details



Palaver Strings, Inc. 501(c)(3)

Contact
www.palaverstrings.org          
info@palaverstrings.org

Palaver Strings, Inc.     
380 Cumberland Ave, Ste 202
Portland, ME 04101


